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More than 15 million 
dollars. This is the 

amount of money that 
has been donated to the 
ALS Association since 
the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge went viral and 
surfaced all over the 
country.
 ALS (Amyotrophic Lat-
eral Sclerosis) otherwise 
known as “Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease,” affects nerve 
cells in the brain and the 
spinal cord. The disease 
is rare, affecting roughly 
two people per 100,000 
a year.
 “ALS is such a devas-
tating diagnosis,” Mrs. 
Joann Weres, D.H.H. 
Lengel faculty member, 
said. “It is progressive 
and debilitating.  Any-
thing that I can do to help 
find a cure, I will.”
 September 9, shrieks 
and squeals from district 
faculty members could 
be heard from the PAHS 
courtyard at around 
5 p.m., along with the 
sound of splashing water. 
These sounds were that 
of the PASD participat-
ing in the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge.
 “Boy, when I dumped 
that cold water on myself, 
it was a bit of a shock,” 
Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, 
PASD superintendent, 
said.
 The PAHS class of 
1978, who had previously 
completed the challenge 
August 28 on the front 
steps of the high school, 
challenged the PAHS 
staff. Dr. Zwiebel opened 
up the challenge to all 

district staff members. 
The class of ’78 par-
ticipated in the chal-
lenge in honor of their 
classmates who passed 
away of ALS, Debbi 
Cody Whitecavage and 
Greg Downey. They also 
participated to honor all 
of those from Pottsville 
who had passed away 
from ALS, including Ron 
Johnson, Leo James, 
Darren Foltin and Bob 
Blankenhorn.
 “It was nice to see how 
quickly we were able 
to organize [the chal-
lenge] and have so many 
participate,” Ms. Tiffany 
Reedy, PAHS principal, 
said. “We were also able 
to raise a significant 
amount of money in a 
short amount of time 
through the generosity of 

district staff members.”
 The school district 
raised $834 through a 
teacher dress down day.
 PASD nominated the 
Blue Mountain School 
District and all emergen-
cy personnel in Schuylkill 
County to take part in 
the challenge next. The 
district nominated Blue 
Mountain because the 
football team was playing 
them in the “Clash of 61” 
that Friday.
 “I liked the idea of 
nominating Blue Moun-
tain,” Mr. Eric Rismiller, 
athletic director, said. “I 
know as athletic direc-
tor, we love to play Blue 
Mountain in all sports, so 
to nominate them for the 
ALS challenge seemed 
natural.”
 There were also staff 

members who helped to 
arrange the event who 
did not participate. Mr. 
Daniel Vidal, head of the 
PAHS custodial staff, 
helped to organize all of 
the buckets of water for 
the event.
 “Our head custodian, 
[Mr. Vidal], helped with 
the water, and the buck-
ets were donated by the 
class of ’78,” Ms. Reedy 
said.
 Some faculty members 
shared some advice to 
anyone who was nomi-
nated for the Ice Bucket 
Challenge.
 “My advice is to never 
stand in front of Mr. 
Rismiller because he can 
dump a lot of buckets 
at once,” Mrs. Amy 
Babcock, PAHS faculty 
member, said.

PASD new 
faculty introduce 
themselves

Future nursing 
students assist in 
blood drive

Students engage 
in business during 
PFEW Week

During the 2013-2014 
school year, Mrs. 

Pamela Delenick’s AP 
Government classes 
were instructed to write 
a mandatory essay for 
a contest run through 
John Stossel. The essay 
answered the question, 
Should the government 
be regulating our food 
more? The topic was 
“Food Nannies.” 
 Before the students 
were to write the essay, 
they had to watch a video 
explaining what certain 
countries attempted to do 
in order to regulate food 
choices, food amounts 
and the overall availabil-
ity. Laura Dallago, 2014 
PAHS graduate, won a 
nationwide honorable 
mention. 
 “Laura wrote an excep-
tional essay explaining 
government regulation 
and tying it to nutrition 
and standards already in 
place by our government,” 
Mrs. Delenick said. 
 John Stossel runs an 
organization called “Stos-
sel in the Classroom,” 
which exists to financially 
benefit students and to fa-
miliarize them with issues 
and things going on in the 
world that most students 
would ignore. 
  Dallago is a longtime 
vegan, so this essay 
really hit home for her. 
She won $100 from the 
contest.
 “I am really glad I got 
to represent my school 
academically by writing 
an essay that means a lot 
to me,” Dallago said. 

Student success 
represents class

SPLASH — District faculty members participate in the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge September 9 
in the courtyard. “I think it was a great thing to see the district come together for a great cause 
to make a positive impact for others,” Mr. Michael Towle, John S. Clarke Elementary Center 
faculty member, said.

Photo By Becky Staller 
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 Juniors explore Europe with People to People 
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By: Alexa Biddle
PAHS sophomore

People to People 
is a student travel 

program which takes 
students on trips 
around the world. The 
organization sponsors 
over 40 different travel 
programs available for 
students, and they visit all 
seven continents.
 According to 
peopletopeople.com, 
student ambassador 
programs are usually 14-
23 days long and “feature 
unique activities for 
building independence.” 
 The mission of the 
People to People ambas-
sador programs is to 
connect cultures through 
education, creating well-
rounded citizens and 
making a better world for  
future generations. 
 The Student Ambassa-
dor Program is the most 
popular program they 
offer, and juniors Mykai-
hla Sternick and Logan 
Derbes visited Europe 
through this program.

Mykaihla Sternick

 Some say that explor-
ing Europe is a dream 
come true. For Sternick 
and Derbes, that dream 
became a reality. The 
pair went on a three-
week trip to Europe.
  “I’ve been invited to at-
tend a trip by [People to 
People] since fifth grade 
but never seriously con-
sidered it until a family 
member recommended 
it … it was definitely all 
worth it, and I’m glad it 
all fell into place the way 
it did,” Sternick said.
 July 8, Sternick was in 
the Netherlands, where 
she learned how Dutch 
clogs are made.
  “It’s a perfect example 
of their culture, so I now 
own a pair, and surpris-
ingly they’re not that 
uncomfortable,” Sternick 
said.
 Before Industrializa-
tion, to make the clogs, 
the crafter carved them 
by hand. Now, it can be 
done mostly by ma-
chines.
 July 10, she tasted 
real Belgian chocolates, 
and she witnessed them 
being made.
 “Belgian chocolates 

were more delectable 
than expected,” Sternick 
said. “They’re really not 
like anything we have here 
in the United States.”
 July 11, she did some-
thing most only dream of 
doing: she was on top of 
the Eiffel Tower. 
 The Eiffel Tower was 
originally built for the 
1889 World’s Fair to rec-
ognize and remember the 
French Revolution. 
After the fair, the structure 
was never taken down, 
which resulted in the 
Eiffel Tower that is known 
today.
 “The view from the 
Eiffel Tower was breath-
taking,” Sternick said. 
“I’ve never experienced 
anything like it, even 
though I’ve been to simi-
larly high structures. Just 
knowing you are atop one 
of the most recognizable 
landmarks of the world 
definitely adds to the 
magic.”
 She also visited tour-
ist attractions in Great 
Britain.
 “During our stay in 
London, we witnessed 
the changing of the guard 
at Buckingham Palace, 
the Tower of London, Big 
Ben, Hampton Court Pal-
ace and the London Eye,” 
Sternick said.
 After her stay con-
cluded, she took time to 
reflect on her trip and the 
experiences she had.
 “Seeing the difference 
between the modern 
London and the historic 
London makes you ap-
preciate the culture that 
we don’t have here in 
America,” Sternick said. 
“It also made me appreci-
ate the culture formed 
here in America in the 
few hundred years after 
it was formed, compared 
to the old world history in 
Europe.”

Logan Derbes
 
 “People to People 
offer several different 
trips that travel the world. 
This year, I finally got my 

parents to agree to let me 
attend this three-week 
European voyage,” Der-
bes said. 
 First, Derbes went to 
Montafon, Austria, where 
she had the opportunity 
to make her own cheese.
 “In the Netherlands, 
we had another oppor-
tunity to make cheese, 
and it was 10 times 
better than the first time 
in Austria,” Derbes said. 
“The differences in taste 
were amazing. Just one 
different ingredient can 
change a lot.”
 She also learned how 
the famous German 
cuckoo clocks are made. 
All of the clocks are hand 
carved and very intricate, 
so one can take weeks to 
make.
  “In Germany, it’s the 
only place where you can 
buy an actual cuckoo with 
running water in and out-
side of it. I really enjoyed 
watching how they were 
made, and I bought one 
for myself,” Derbes said.
 Not many can say that 
they’ve been in a German 
castle, but Derbes and 
Sternick can. They visited 
the Castle of Heidelberg 
on their sixth day in 
Europe. 
 “The Castle of Heidel-
berg was probably one of 
my favorite spots. It was 

amazing and beautiful. 
The detail inside and out 
of the castle was breath-
taking,” Derbes said.
 She also stayed with a 
German family for a few 
days; the group she was 
traveling with was split 
up into pairs. Each pair 
was given a separate 
home and stayed there, 
learning more about the 
lifestyle and culture for 
three days. 
 “I had a pretty crazy 
homestay experience. I 
had to get removed from 
my original homestay 
family due to a lot of 
problems,” Derbes said. 
“But luckily, I was able 
to experience a new and 
amazing German fam-
ily for two days and one 
night.”   
 Compared to Ameri-
cans, Europeans have a 
very different lifestyle.
 “Europeans are quiet 
and have lots of manners,” 
Derbes said. “Also, the 
eating habits are very 
different. Europeans eat 
smaller and healthier 
meals.”
 Her stay in Europe 
continued until July 16. 
By that time, she went 
to a total of six differ-
ent countries: Austria, 
Germany, Netherlands, 
Belgium, France and 
Great Britain.

Photo Courtesy of Logan Derbes

ADMIRE — Juniors Mykaihla Sternick and Logan Derbes pause 
to take a picture after going to the top of the Eiffel Tower. 
The pair stopped in Paris on their three-week trip in Europe. 
While in Europe, Sternick and Derbes also saw the London Eye 
and the Crown Jewels. “The view from the Eiffel Tower was 
breathtaking; it’s indescribable,” Sternick said.

TRAVEL — Juniors Logan Derbes and Mykaihla Sternick stop 
for a moment on their European tour at a rest stop in Switzer-
land to see the scenery and pose for a picture in front of the 
water. On their tour, they stopped at various famous landmarks 
including the Eiffel Tower and Buckingham Palace. “It was 
amazing and beautiful,” Derbes said. “I just don’t have enough 
words to describe [the scenery].”
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Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel

 Welcome to the 2014-2015 school 
year in the Pottsville Area School 
District! We are looking forward to 
another successful year in educating 
our community’s youth and preparing 
them for a bright future.

 There are many highlights in 
this issue of Wavelengths including 
articles on the district’s ALS Ice 

Bucket Challenge, the People to People trip to Europe that PAHS 
students Logan Derbes and Mykaihla Sternick took, JSC’s 
fundraiser for leukemia/lymphoma research and the LED light 
system in the high school’s planetarium. 

 This school year, we are proud to welcome 16 new members 
to our Crimson Tide family. The administrative team conducted 
extensive interviews with several potential teaching candidates 
over the summer. It is always our goal to hire the best candidates 
so that we can continue to provide a world-class education to our 
students. 

 Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled November 10 and 
12 for John S. Clarke Elementary Center; November 13 and 18 for 
D.H.H. Lengel Middle School; and November 6 for Pottsville Area 
High School. All conferences will be held from 6 to 8 p.m.  

Dear Members of the Community,

Jeffrey S. Zwiebel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Sincerely,

 These conferences are critical to the children’s success in school 
and to keeping the lines of communication open between the home 
and school. There will be time for a private conference with your 
children’s teachers. This is an opportunity to monitor the progress 
of your child after the first marking period of the year has been 
completed. 

 Please keep in mind, however, that it is not necessary to wait until 
these scheduled conferences to contact a teacher when a potential 
academic/discipline problem exists.  Faculty members are always 
available for private appointments and/or phone conferences upon 
requests.

 It is my mission as superintendent to work with our students, 
staff, parents and community to ensure the Pottsville Area School 
District offers the best possible education. It is an honor to be able to 
do so.

We are the TIDE: Tradition, Integrity, Dedication and Excellence.

Photo by Corey sChuster

FUNDRAISE — Mrs. Migdalia Gunoskey works on details for 
a future fundraising event. She planned last year’s LLS fun-
draiser at JSC and raised about $2,500 in donations for the 
cause.“We are planning on fundraising for the LLS in March. 
We are hoping to fundraise for four weeks and collect about 
$3,500,” Mrs. Gunoskey said.

By: Autumn Minnich
PAHS senior

70,800 new cases of lym-
phoma and about 18,990 
deaths. 
 Last year, Mrs. 
Migdalia Gunoskey, the 
school’s social worker, 
was contacted by the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society (LLS). The so-
ciety requested that the 
students of JSC par-
ticipate in their “Pennies 
For Patients Fundraising 
Campaign” to help raise 
money for research and 
awareness. 
 “The LLS provided 
me with a brochure that 
explained that ‘Pennies 
for Patients’ is a ser-
vice learning, character 
education and philan-
thropy program that gives 
students a unique experi-
ence making a difference 
through teamwork—work-
ing to aid thousands of 
children and adults in the 
fight against blood can-
cers like leukemia,” Mrs. 
Gunoskey said.
 Students and fac-

ulty participated in the 
fundraiser and collected 
change during a four-
week period in April. 
According to Mrs. Gunos-
key, the students showed 
so much “enthusiasm 
and dedication” that the 
deadline was extended 
for another two weeks.
 According to Mrs. 
Gunoskey, The Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society 
is the world’s largest 
voluntary health organiza-
tion dedicated to funding 
blood cancer research, 
providing education and 
patient services. Since 
1954, LLS has awarded 
more than $814 million in 
research grants. During 
the fiscal year of 2011 
alone, LLS invested more 
than $76 million in blood 
cancer research. 
 “I liked the idea of 
fundraising for the ‘Pen-
nies for Patients Program’ 
because it involved 
our students, staff and 
community members all 

coming together to help 
such a great cause,” Mrs. 
Gunoskey said. “Thanks 
to research funded by 
LLS and the fundrais-
ing effort of donors like 
their Pennies for Patients 
schools, survival rates 
have increased for blood 

cancer patients.”
 The students and 
faculty at JSC raised 
$2,543.74 for the “Pen-
nies for Patients Pro-
gram” and are planning 
on participating in the 
fundraiser again this year.

During the 2013–2014 
school year, the John 

S. Clarke Elementary 
Center held a fundraiser 
to benefit the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society 
called the “Pennies For 
Patients Fundraising 
Campaign.”
 According to mayoclin-
ic.org, “Leukemia is can-
cer of the body’s blood-
forming tissues, including 
the bone marrow and the 
lymphatic system.” 
 During 2013, hospitals 
diagnosed over 43,000 
adults and 5,000 children 
with this disease, and 
there were an estimated 
24,090 deaths as a 
result.
 According to mayo-
clinic.org, “[Lymphoma] is 
a cancer of the lymphatic 
system, which is part of 
your immune system.”
 During 2014, there 
were an estimated 

JSC fundraises for blood cancer awareness
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Pottsville Area School District 

Nathan Halenar
Job: American 
Literature, Detective 
Fiction, John O’Hara, 
Immigrant Literature & 
Classical Literature.
Building: High School.
Schools and degrees: 
Marian Catholic High 
School in 2007; Penn 
State University in 
2011 with a bachelor’s 
degree in secondary 
education.
Past experience: 
Worked in the district 
since 2011.
Fun fact: “I am a Penn 
State football season 
ticket holder.” 

Christina Seiger
Job: Autistic support. 
Schools and degrees: 
Kutztown University, 
Bachelor of Science 
in education; Alvernia, 
master’s in educa-
tion and principal’s 
certification; Penn 
State World Campus, 
special education su-
pervisory certification.
Past experience: 
Twenty years of teach-
ing total.
Fun fact: “I love to 
read and garden. I am 
married for 17 years 
and have two kids.” 

Kimberly Barone
Job: Autistic support 
teacher in the elemen-
tary school.
Schools and degrees:    
Elizabethtown College 
with early childhood 
and special education 
degree.
Past experience: 
Substitute at the end 
of year last school 
year.
Fun fact: “I danced 
from elementary 
school all the way up 
to college.”

Greg Schuettler
Job: D.H.H. Lengel 
librarian.
Schools and degrees: 
Pottsville Area High 
School, Class of 2007; 
Bachelor of Science in 
secondary education 
from Kutztown Univer-
sity in 2011.
Years in profession: 
First year in the library.
Past experience: 
Three years of sub-
stitute teaching at 
Pottsville Area.
Fun fact: “I’m a twin.”

Meredith Coleman
Job: English 10, Ameri-
can Lit, Contemporary 
Lit.
Schools and degrees: 
Bloomsburg University, 
bachelor’s degree.
Past experience 
includes: First year of 
teaching.
Building: High School.
Fun fact: “I’m embar-
rassingly clumsy; I won 
the senior superlative 
for ‘Klutziest’ in high 
school.”

Cara Turolis 
Job: High school 
math.
Schools and degrees: 
Millersville University, 
Bachelor of Engineer-
ing in mathematics; 
Currently at Villanova 
University to get mas-
ter’s in math.
Past experience: 
Three years at Meth-
acton High School.
Fun fact:
“I’ve played soccer 
since I was six.” 

Casey Horvath
Job: Life skills teacher 
at the high school.
Schools and degrees: 
Pottsville Area High 
School graduate; Kutz-
town University with a 
bachelor’s degree in 
special education and 
elementary education; 
Bloomsburg University 
with a master’s degree 
in special education 
and special education 
supervisory certificate.
Past experience: 
Taught special educa-
tion in Blue Mountain, 
JSC and D.H.H. Lengel.
Fun fact: “My favorite 
holiday is Groundhog 
Day.”

Ben O’Brien
Job: Biology, con-
cepts in science, envi-
ronmental science.
Building: High School.
Schools and degrees: 
Blue Mountain High 
School; Shippens-
burg University with a 
degree in biology/sec-
ondary education.
Past experience: 
Dieruff High School.
Fun fact: “I am a big 
sports fan.”
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welcomes 16 new faculty members

Krystina Kubeika
Job: Learning support 
teacher.
Building: D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School.
Schools and degrees: 
University of Scranton, 
Bachelor of Science 
in elementary and 
special education.
Past experience: 
Second grade teacher 
at Pine Grove School 
District.
Fun fact: “I am a huge 
Philadelphia Eagles 
fan.” 

Jillian McSurdy
Job: Learning support 
teacher.
Building: PAHS.
Schools and degrees: 
PAHS 2005; Blooms-
burg University 2009, 
Bachelor of Science 
in elementary and 
special education; Wil-
kes University 2012, 
Master of Science in 
classroom technology.
Past experience: Five 
years at Schuylkill Ha-
ven Middle School.
Fun fact: “I love to 
go to NYC and see 
Broadway musicals.”

Stephanie 
Spleen
Job: Supplemen-
tal learning support 
teacher at JSC.
Schools and degrees: 
Dual bachelor’s degree 
in elementary and 
special education from 
Kutztown University.
Past experience: 
Special education 
teacher at Saint Clair 
Area School District 
for six years.
Fun fact: “I am a 2004 
graduate of Pottsville 
Area School District 
where I was a cheer-
leader for the Tide.” 

Kelci Killian
Job: Health and physi-
cal education teacher.
Building: D.H.H. Lengel
Schools and degrees: 
2014 summa cum 
laude graduate from 
Lock Haven University; 
Bachelor of Science 
in health and physical 
education.
Past experience: Stu-
dent teaching at Jersey 
Shore Middle School 
and Avis Elementary 
School.
Fun fact: “I am a lover 
of all things related to 
fitness: running, skiing, 
playing basketball.”

Katelyn Dunn
Job: General music 
teacher.
Building: D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School.
Schools and degrees:
Kutztown University 
with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in music educa-
tion.
Past experience: 
Substituted at 16 
different schools; Part-
time band director at 
Tri-Valley.
Fun Fact: “I play the 
saxophone.” 

Matthew 
Saporito
Job: Biology, astron-
omy and concepts in 
science.
Schools and degrees: 
University of Scran-
ton: B.S. neurosci-
ence, B.A. philosophy; 
Drexel University: M.S. 
teaching, learning and 
curriculum.
Past experience: 
Wyoming Seminary 
during the summer; 
Taught at Simon Gratz 
High School and stu-
dent taught at Pittston 
Area High School.
Fun Fact: “I have been 
to quite a few coun-
tries in the Caribbean, 
South America and 
Europe.” 

 

Abby Forney
Job: Special educa-
tion teacher, co-teach 
Algebra 1A, 1B, Eng-
lish 9 and English 10.
Schools and degrees:    
Penn State, Bachelor 
of Science in account-
ing; Alvernia, master’s 
in urban education. 
Past experience:  
Three years at North 
Schuylkill Jr./Sr. High 
School and two years 
at Williams Valley 
Elementary School.
Fun fact: “I have two 
daughters.”

Molly Boran
Job: Speech therapist 
at JSC.
Schools and degrees: 
Duquesne University, 
Bachelor of Science, 
master’s in speech and 
language pathology.
Past experience:  
Student teaching at the 
Western PA School for 
the Blind in Pittsburgh 
and the LEAP Pre-
school at the Watson 
Institute in Sharpsburg.
Fun Fact: “I graduated 
from PAHS in 2009, 
where I was a member 
of the Hi-S-Potts year-
book sports staff.”
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By: Paige Fellows

John S. Clarke encourages summer reading
By: Alexa Biddle

PAHS Sophomore

When one hears the 
word “bingo,” he 

usually imagines older 
ladies with stampers. 
That was not the case 
May 7 at John S. Clarke 
Elementary Center from 
6-7:30 p.m.
 The purpose of this 
bingo night was to 
encourage academic per-
formance and to get the 
word out about elementa-
ry students falling behind 
over the summer.
 “Parents play a big role 
in their student’s academ-
ic success, so [parents] 
need to be aware of 
what they can do for their 
children,” Mrs. Mary Ellen 
Setlock, federal programs 
coordinator, said.
 This problem can be 
fixed by being aware of 
what is called the “sum-

mer slide,” or the loss of 
knowledge because the 
knowledge is not re-
viewed over the summer.
 More parents and 
students are aware of the 
“summer slide” because 
of the bingo night.
 This event was free to 
attend, which was only 
possible because of grant 
money the school district 
received.
 “Our school is fortunate 
to receive grant money,” 
Mrs. Setlock said.
 When thinking of 
something that would 
please both parents and 
children, many options 
were available. The idea 
for a bingo night was 
directly derived from 
the successful Chinese 
auction that the PTO 
organized.
 “I was honored that the 
federal programs teach-
ers paired up with our 
PTO to encourage parent 
involvement in their 

child’s education, which 
was done quite success-
fully,” Mrs. Amy Brobst, 
parent, said.
 Simple ways to keep 
away the effects of the 
summer slide include 
reading every day, prac-
ticing math problems and 
doing hands-on work.
 “By having an event 
like bingo night, the 
families learned about 
educational fun summer 
activities – especially this 
year’s Summer Read-
ing Challenge based on 
an animal theme,” Mrs. 
Brobst said.
 About 400 people 
showed up to bingo night 
and participated.
 “My child participated 
and really enjoyed it. It 
was a great night out 
not only for educational 
purposes, but also for 
spending quality fam-
ily time together, which 
is very important,” Mrs. 
Brobst said.

 The prizes awarded 
to winners were animal-
related and educational.
 “[The prizes] tried to 
give students incentive to 
read,” Setlock said.
 There were stacks 
of school appropriate 

summer reading lists 
available for students or 
parents to take. By the 
conclusion of the event, 
there were no more left.
 “It was beyond my wild-
est expectations,” Mrs. 
Setlock said.

Future nursing students assist in blood drive

Photo Courtesy of Gabrielle holley

CARE — 2014 PAHS graduate Gabrielle Holley takes the 
blood pressure of classmate Brittanie Kreiger, 2012 PAHS 
Graduate, at the Reading Hospital School of Nursing. Prior 
to entering nursing school, Holley participated in a blood 
drive May 15 along with two other seniors entering the field 
of nursing. “I am loving nursing school,” Holley said. “It is 
challenging, which I enjoy, and I am meeting so many great 
people and learning so much. I am so excited that I am on 
the path to doing what I love.”

PAHS Junior

According to the Ameri-
can Red Cross, every 

two seconds someone in 
the United States needs 
a blood transfusion. 
 May 15, Mrs. Angela 
Holobetz, high school 
nurse, and three seniors 
entering the field of nurs-
ing held a blood drive for 
faculty and students in 
the boys’ gym. Seniors 
Abbie McCall, Falon Ev-
ans and Gabrielle Holley 
joined Mrs. Holobetz in 
assisting those wishing to 
donate blood. 
 The three seniors 
participated in a training 
beforehand in order to 
learn the procedures that 
would take place dur-
ing the drive. After this 
training, the girls were 
then able to begin taking 
donors. 
 “The training was very 
[informative] and helpful,” 

Holley said. “I just really 
enjoyed the entire experi-
ence.”
 Students who were 
18 or older were able to 
freely donate, and those 
who were not 18 were re-
quired to fill out a parent 
permission form. They 
then were tested to see 
if their blood was eligible 
for donation. 
 If one’s blood met 
donation requirements, 
he then met with one of 
the three seniors along 
with a phlebotomist, who 
then began the donation 
process. 
 “I knew I could save 
lives [by donating blood]. 
My mom had to get 
surgery and needed a lot 
of blood put in her,” 2014 
PAHS graduate Victoria 
Moyer said. “People 
saved her by donating, 
and I wanted to pay it 
forward for her.”
 Before donating blood, 
donors completed a brief 

interview regarding their 
particular blood type, and 
then they proceeded to 
the phlebotomist who 
began drawing blood. 
McCall, Evans and Hol-
ley each assisted with 
this and chatted with the 
donors throughout the 
process. The seniors also 
helped provide drinks, 
snacks and ice packs to 
donors.
 “I was fine watching the 
blood being taken,” Hol-
ley said. “I am interested 
in those sorts of things, 
so blood does not bother 
me.”
 After the blood was fin-
ished being taken, each 
senior took the packs of 
blood to another table 
where the blood would 
be separated and stored 
away. 
 Once donors were fin-
ished giving blood, they 
were then encouraged 
to have refreshments 
and snacks at a canteen 

where they were required 
to sit before they were 
released to leave. 
 “[The drive] was really 

fun, and it gave me a 
good experience for what 
I am going to be seeing in 
the future,” McCall said.

Photo Courtesy of Mrs. leslie Kraft 
WATCH — Elementary students and their parents partici-
pate in bingo night May 7 in the John S. Clarke cafeteria. 
The bingo night was organized to raise awareness of the 
importance of reading every day, practicing math problems 
and doing hands-on work over the summer. “Everyone had 
so much fun,” Mrs. Mary Ellen Setlock said.
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Students engage in business activities at PFEW
By: Alex Disabella

PAHS Senior

Pennsylvania Free 
Enterprise Week 

(PFEW) is a business 
week where students 
who may be thinking of 
business as a potential 
career path participate in 
a program that educates 
them in the American free 
enterprise system.
 “My favorite part of 
the week was definitely 
getting to spend time with 
people who had a love for 
business, just like me,” 
junior Ashley Smith said.
 There were four 
separate PFEW sessions 
this summer, all of which 
were held at Lycoming 
College in Williamsport, 
Pa., with about 400 mem-
bers in attendance per 
week. The last week was 
also held at Pennsylvania 
College of Technology in 

Williamsport, Pa., with 
about 800 members in 
attendance.
 The first day of the 
week was an orientation 
about the business as-
pect of the week, where 
students were thrown into 
groups with other sopho-
mores and juniors from 
all over Pennsylvania. 
There were eight differ-
ent industries, with two 
or three teams in each 
industry.
  The industries were 
based on real-life in-
dustries, like those that 
manufacture cell phones 
and sneakers and sun-
glasses. Each group’s 
goal was to design a 
product that fit into their 
industry, figure out the 
marketing and organize 
some sort of advertise-
ment.
 “My PFEW group 

made advertising for our 
[running sneaker called 
Ignis], and we had a 
computer simulation for 
our financial part of the 
business,” junior Jennifer 
Horn said.
 Throughout the week, 
many guest speakers 
came to give lectures, 
one being cartoonist 
Robb Armstrong.
 This was Armstrong’s 
twentieth year speaking 
at PFEW, and he has 
given 83 presentations at 
the business weeks.
 “The message that 
I give to kids is about 
staying on the high road,” 
Armstrong said.
 Sunday night was “junk 
night,” Monday night 
was an ice cream social, 
Tuesday was the start of 
the volleyball tournament, 
Wednesday was a swim 
party, Thursday was a big 

work day and Friday was 
the presentation of the 
groups, the banquet and 
a dance to end the night.
 PFEW started with a 
night when each member 
of a group bonded in the 
act of finding trash, and 

it ended with everyone 
mingling and dancing the 
night away.
 “[At PFEW,] you learn 
how to make do with 
what little resources you 
have,” senior Rachel 
Salata said.

Planetarium lit up by new LED lighting system
By: Alexa Biddle

PAHS Sophomore

Picture the radiant 
hues of a sunset. 

Now picture them in a 
classroom. This day-
dream is actually pos-
sible with the new LED 
(light emitting diode) light 
system installed in the 
planetarium.
 “There are over 90 
LED strips that can be 
independently pro-
grammed, which allows 
for very realistic simula-
tions of twilight, sunset, 
sunrise and auroras,” Mr. 
Matthew Saporito, sci-
ence teacher, said.
 The update to the new 
light system in the plan-
etarium was worth it, ac-
cording to Mr. Saporito.
 “I think [the new sys-
tem] makes the astron-
omy experience better 
because instead of just 
being told what is going 
on up there, you can see 

it,” senior Kira Nelson 
said. “I like [the new 
lights] because they re-
ally do make it easier to 
understand astronomy.” 
 The old lights were 
part of the original plan-
etarium design and were 
outdated, according to 
Mr. Saporito.
 “They burned out quite 
often, used much more 
electricity, got very hot 
during operation and 
were increasingly hard to 
find,” Mr. Saporito said. 
“The old system used 
individual incandescent 
bulbs that were manually 
controlled by two large 
spinning knobs.”
 The school also had 
difficulty when it came 
time to buy new bulbs.
 “It was sometimes 
necessary to search for 
replacements on eBay 
and from other schools 
that no longer used the 
bulbs,” Mr. Saporito said. 
“LEDs are becoming the 

lighting standard, while 
incandescent bulbs are 
being phased out.”
 With the new lights, 
those problems become 
things of the past.
 “The new lights allow 
for a much more realistic 
learning experience,” 
Mr. Saporito said. “[It is 
easier for the students to 
learn when] I can more 
accurately simulate what 
real sky conditions look 
like.”
 The official name of 
this arrangement is the 
Philips Color Kinetics 
LED system.
 “Light movement, 
pattern and any possible 
color can be created 
using a piece of software 
called Color Play 3,” Mr. 
Saporito said.
 The setup of this 
structure is much differ-
ent than that of the old 
one; the old lights were 
controlled by two large 
spinning knobs, while 

the new controls have 11 
buttons.
 “The new lighting 
system is made up of a 
series of LED strips oper-
ated through a controller 
that is capable of storing 

hundreds of custom-
ized light settings,” Mr. 
Saporito said. “The lights 
can be programmed by 
connecting the controller 
to a laptop via USB con-
nection.”

Photo Courtesy of sarah leCher 
POSE — Senior Sarah Lecher (standing on the far right) pos-
es with her PFEW group at the end of her stay at Lycoming 
College July 27 - August 2. “[PFEW] was to teach students 
about business, and not only that, but to teach them life les-
sons and to make great friends,” Lecher said.

Photo by alexa biddle

LIGHT — The new control panel in the planetarium whirs to 
life as Mr. Saporito prepares for class. He said that with the 
new light system, it was much simpler to get the desired ef-
fect of the night sky. “We were not able to program custom 
light settings or mimic sky conditions quite as well with the 
old system,” Mr. Saporito said. “I am now able to push a 
button and the lights do the rest.”
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PASD Calendar
October
25 — ACT Test
27 — PAHS POPS 
(Parents of Publications 
Students) meeting 7 
p.m.
28 — First marking 
period ends
31 — ASVAB test

November
3 — Crimson Aides 
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
4 — Report Card 
Distribution all schools
5 — PAHS National 
Honor Society induction 
ceremony
6 — PAHS Parent/
Teacher Conferences 

6-8 p.m.
10,12 — JSC Parent/ 
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m.
11-14 — JSC Scholastic 
Book Fair
13 — PAHS Club Photo 
Day
13, 18 — Lengel Parent/ 
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m.
18 — PAHS Financial 
Aid Night 7 p.m.
24 — Tide Task 
Force Meeting 7 p.m. 
Academic Center
27 - December 2 — 
Thanksgiving Recess, 
all schools closed
4 — PAHS Associated 

Choirs Holiday Concert 

PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary 
Center: (570) 621-2947
D.H.H. Middle School: 
(570) 621-2924
PAHS: (570) 621-2962
Academic Center:    
(570) 621-2900
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• Ms. Bridget Freiler       
Adviser

• Brittany Blackman        
PAHS Senior

• Autumn Minnich      
PAHS Senior

• Alexandra 
Disabella PAHS 
Senior
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